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Foreword by the editor 
Welcome to the special “Dust Off 2022” Award Winner’s edition of the Scribbler.


The international response to the Pastel Guild of Europe “DUST OFF” Open Competition has been remarkable with an impressive number of 
entries. 


The show in its entirety is now posted on the OJS website OnlineJuriedShows.com 


Thankyou to all who took part and congratulations to everyone who had their work selected for the exhibition.


We would especially like to thank the judges, 


Catherine Hutter, France – Landscape


Gwenneth Barth-White,US/Switzerland – Portrait/Figure 


Rita Kirkman, US – Animal


Suzanne Godbout, Canada – Still life/Florals


Their task must have been extremely difficult with so many outstanding entries in each category. It is a real eye opener to see such quality, range 
of technique and imagination from so many truly talented artists from around the world.


Every established and aspiring pastel artist will gain so much by viewing the exhibition in it’s entirety.


Roger Holmes PGE


https://www.onlinejuriedshows.com/ClosedShowThumbs.aspx?OJSID=54445
https://www.pastellistesdefrance.com/artistes/pastelliste/hutter-pichereau-catherine
https://www.gwennethbarth.com
https://www.ritakirkman.com
http://www.suzannegodbout.com


Catherine Hutter our judge for 
the Dust Off 2022 - Landscape 
Category 

As a former landscape architect, I was 
nurtured by studies of spaces and 
landscapes, prints of man on our 
planet and its garden dreams, projects 
on an eden desire . 

I am working now as close as can be 
from the ocean living in Brittany. Part of 
my vital and creative energy comes 
from there.


Always close to nature anyway. 


First attracted by the universe of 
harbours and boats, my interest turned then on water itself.


I feel so attracted by its magical reflections, its soothing power inviting to 
questionning and meditation.


Those water mirrors offering  gorgeous scenes, are also allowing a personal 
imaginative space.  I see reflections, But also what I bring there... Mirrors of the 
soul.


Soft pastel is my passion. All the work done on reflections and mirrors of the world 
could become possible when I first met this technique.


I mainly exhibit in my personal studio in Cancale and have taken part to many 
exhibitions in France and throughout the world since 2000.



Landscape 
“DUST OFF” 2022 - WINNERS

Overall Winner    

Michael Freeman, 
“Heartbroken” 
15x22, Soft Pastel 

Judges Comments 

For the very personal chosen subject and 
the atmosphere that the painter creates. 
We can feel all the tenderness that the 
artist gives to it.  

Every part is very precise but not 
weakening the cohesion of the whole. It’s 
such an incredible house. I love this feeling 
of desolation and loneliness.  

Those subtle tones to express it and a 
perfect drawing. This white heart appearing 
like a ghost in one of the black openings is 
also appealing.  

The living palm tree just breaking this 
abandonment is powerful. A very inspiring 
painting where we feel all the attachment 
and sense of detail to depict this wonderful 
subject. We need to take our time to 
discover the whole painting and do it little 
by little, curiosity awakening more and 
more as we dive into it.



Second Place    

Colette Odya Smith “Leaving 
your mark” 
20x20, Soft Pastel 

Judges Comments 

For the sense of hidden poetry that just a simple 
place found strolling can convey. 

 Attraction to those little places which become 
sites where magic poetry suddenly takes place.  

Beautiful colours of light and shades, massive 
rock changed into a sensitive page for nature to 
write its creativity, delightful play of green and 
ochre tones.  

This joyous play of light... I can stay hours 
entering this small world and all its complexity, 
where my imagination can travel to find little 
tales. This specific eye of the artist able to catch 
something magic in a common world.



THIRD PLACE 

Nancy Lilli “Hypnotic” 
24x30, Soft Pastel


Judges Comments 

For the pleasure of colours. I love the 
symphony of colours displayed here.  

The cactus becoming an excuse to make 
colours bloom. The structure in the 
composition is also very elaborate to allow 
this complicated interlacing of rounded 
shapes to be understood. The use of green-
yellow tones playing with blue greens and 
purples is really masterful.  

We have both the joy of bright colours and 
the accuracy of light and shadow. The 
background also is beautiful.  

A very beautiful artistic style combining a 
well-structured drawing, exact sense of 
colours but also freedom of expression 
facing the subject. I love this painting.



Aidan Butler “Field blue” 
9x12, Soft Pastel


Judges Comments 

For the very poetic mood, more suggestive 
than highlighted. Patient play of greyish 
tones where colour blooms softly.  

Serene taste of simplicity, a kind of sobriety 
where a mere touch of yellow, deep blue 
becomes a gem.  

I do love this very subtle variation of colours, 
this cloudy, misty mood that speaks to our 
soul, magic poetry of our world.

HONOURABLE MENTION



Anja Poker “Winter evening” 
30x40, Soft Pastel


Judges Comments 

Very beautiful golden scenery. The colours of 
the snow are amazing.  

All the tones chosen to express the 
background and the delicacy of the writing of 
the foreground branches.  

All those elements convey to make this pastel 
a little jewel.

HONOURABLE MENTION



Andrew McDermott “Cloud” 
14x11, Soft Pastel


Judges Comments 

Powerful treatment with a skilled drawing and true colours. Love the soft 
cloud and the subtle colour gradient in the sky.  

The style is a combination of bright colour, skilled drawing, a high sense of 
full light where the shadows don't become black.  

All the colours used in the trees, the architecture, are subtle with very precise 
hues. The whole is striking.  

The composition is also very important, giving a great importance to the sky, 
almost weighting on the roofs with its light and empowered blue.  

Few details, only which is necessary. A pure and powerful work.

HONOURABLE MENTION



 Rita Kirkman our judge for the Dust 
Off Competition - Animals  

Kirkman has been using pastel since she 
was 11 years old. 


Since 2003 she has consistently won 
major awards in national and international 
competitions. 


She is a Pastel Society of America Master 
Pastelist and an Eminent Pastelist with the 
International Association of Pastel 
Societies. 


Her paintings have been featured in the 
Pastel Journal and the Pratique des Arts 
Spécial Pastel, and published in many 
others. 


Her work is in public and private 
collections all over the world. In 2020 she 
created a Patreon page, full of demo 
videos and art tips. 

https://www.patreon.com/RitaKirkmanStudio
https://www.patreon.com/RitaKirkmanStudio
https://www.patreon.com/RitaKirkmanStudio


“Animals” 
“DUST OFF” 2022 - WINNERS

Overall Winner   

Amy Skaar "Waiting" 
9x12, Soft Pastel 

Judges Comments 

This portrait is imbued with the heart and soul of the dog. What 
dog parent is not familiar with this look? The artist uses the 
limited palette, simple background and dramatic lighting to add 
more power to the emotion of this piece. The medium is handled 
masterfully and the drawing is spot on.  



SECOND PLACE 
Jan Miller “Wayfarer” 
12x16, Soft Pastel 

Judges Comments 

The offset placement of the subject gives the 
viewer a strong sense of place.  

We feel the cold in the icy blue background 
as this horse turns her head away from the 
wind.  

The strokes are as fresh as the wind, as if 
the artist were painting from life. The 
anatomy and perspective are very well done.



THIRD PLACE 
Toby Reid “The Boss“  
12x12, Soft Pastel 

Judges Comments 

Another personality winner!  

We just have to smile when looking at this 
poor pooch. There’s a story here 
somewhere… is he being scolded for some 
transgression?  

Or is he sad because you just said it’s raining 
so no park today?  

The glowing white of the dog’s coat is made 
more dramatic by the wildly colorful carpet 
patterns. Our eyes keep bouncing around 
those energetic strokes, always returning to 
that sad, bossy face!  



Angela Parr “You're such a show-off” 

25x37, Soft Pastel


Judges Comments 

A masterfully drawn botanical illustration. 
There's beautiful balance in this asymmetrical 
composition.  

The artist has also balanced the simplicity of 
the scene on the pristine white background 
with the complexity of the details.  

Then has added humour and expression to 
make this a winner! 

HONOURABLE MENTION



Yael Maimon “Twins” 
11.5x21.5, Soft Pastel


Judges Comments 

This artist continues to push the limits of 
daring composition, harmony and contrast. 
The cool black and white (and blue) cats 
make an exciting painting of patterns and 
shapes on their own…  

Then, pow! Those orange bowls, and not 
one, but twin bowls, demand our attention. 

 We want to look at the cats because, well, 
they’re cats. But those bowls keep our eyes 
bouncing from cat to bowl to bowl to cats 
and make this a difficult painting lo leave

HONOURABLE MENTION



Daniela Rum “Rex noctis” 

12x16, Soft Pastel 


Judges Comments 

The silence of this owl is perfectly presented 
in this quietly harmonious and skillfully 
rendered illustraton.  

The myriad textures of the feathers are almost 
too real to be believed.  

We want to touch them to prove it’s just a 
painting.  

The smooth dark background enhances the 
glowing white feathers.

HONOURABLE MENTION



Suzanne Godbout, our 
judge for Dusty Off 
Competition - Still Life 
A pastel painter since 1995, 
Canadian artist Suzanne Godbout 
combines her own professional 
career with teaching, 
demonstrations and lectures in 
order to spread the renaissance 
of the pastel media, its history, 
materials and techniques. 


President of the Pastel Society of 
Eastern Canada from 2005 to 
2011, she has studied with 

several great French and American 
masters. Her paintings have been featured several times in the 
French magazine Pratique des Arts. 


She has been invited to show her work in many exhibitions in 
America, Europe, Russia, China, Korea and has received many 
awards. 


Her favorite subjects, still life and landscape, are predominantly 
done from life, memory or imagination, with serenity, joy and 
refinement. 


The still life genre allows her to express pure imagination and 
creativity while setting up the scene. Developing her work through 
observation, she aims to capture the effect of light on colour in a 
moment of contemplation. 


You can find out more about Suzanne by visiting her website at: 
http://www.suzannegodbout.com


http://www.suzannegodbout.com


“Still Life” 
“DUST OFF” 2022 - WINNERS

Overall Winner   

Silja Salmistu "Sunflower 
on the Mirror" 
15x19, Soft Pastel 

Judges Comments 

This painting kept me coming back, again 
and again, with growing curiosity.  

The artistic quality of the abstract 
composition is very effective.  

Expressive marks, done with knowledge and 
confidence.  

Excellent use of edges and transitions, 
original perspective leading towards a strong 
focal point.  

A little bit of blue violet in the shadow 
complements the warm yellows  



SECOND PLACE 
 Kim Long "Sunkissed" 
10x9, Soft Pastel 

Judges Comments 

An exquisite little clair-obscur composition 
that shows artistic choices were made at each 
step.  

The eye moves around with fascination, 
including the third dimension created with 
edge control.  

Adding just enough detail to suggest intimacy 
with the subject, one can feel a presence like 
a portrait painted by a sensitive soul.  



THIRD PLACE 
Tonghua Zhao   "Plaster Skull"   
22x31, Soft Pastel 

Judges Comments 

This classic form still life painting is quite 
mesmerizing.  

Here is a good example of how the subject 
may not be relevant for appreciating a piece 
of art and beauty.  

This setup was finely thought out to establish 
some movement and hierarchy among those 
many similar objects – as in society.  

I especially like the use of colour to depict 
white plaster.  

The volumes are perfectly sculpted as the 
warm light follows its natural declination from 
warm white to cool red and blue in the 
shadow, adding some warm reflected lights.  



HONOURABLE MENTION 
Anastasia Krivenko  "Pomegranates" 

12x12, Soft Pastel


Judges Comments 

Excellent composition at first glance. The 
freshness of this piece is achieved using the 
distinctive texture of pastels sticks with an 
artistic touch.  

Direct strokes with perfect pressure control. It 
is energetic with vibrant colour, yet not over 
powering.  



HONOURABLE MENTION 
Joel Sobelson "In the bag" 

17x22, Soft Pastel


Judges Comments 

A realistic rendering done with finesse of 
observation. The smooth texture and naturally 
subtle colour changes on the fruits have a 
good balance of light and shadow. I can smell 
their fragrance.  



HONOURABLE MENTION 
Mao Mei  "Mystic Autumn" 

12x16, Soft Pastel


Judges Comments 

This floral scene relates to our experience of colour, shifting from bright to cool 
and intense at dusk.  

The composition brings movement and suggests the flowers and leaves are 
swaying. There is just enough warm colours to balance the whole.  



Gwenneth Barth-White, our judge for the 2022 Dust Off 
Competition - Portrait 

Gwenneth Barth-White lived most of her 
life in Geneva where she attended the 
Ecole Supérieure des Beaux Arts (now 
ESBA College of fine arts) and graduated 
from the Geneva University of Art and 
Design. 


She’s a master pastelist and Vice President 
of the Société des Pastellistes de France 
(the French Pastel Society), a master 
pastelist of the Pastel Society of America, 
and is part of IAPS’s Master Circle. 


She is also a Signature Member of the 
Portrait Society of America and was part of 
its 2022 faculty. 


She now lives in Florida, teaches summer 
workshops in France as well as her 

workshops in the States. 


Her portrait work is in collections worldwide and her client list includes royalty, 
leaders of industry, government, and diplomacy. 


She has produced a portrait-in-pastel DVD in French and English. 


For more information, visit her website at: gwennethbarth.com


http://gwennethbarth.com


“Portrait” 
“DUST OFF” 2022 - WINNERS

Overall Winner   

QuingQuan Zhang with "Father’s Winter" 
42x30, Soft Pastel 

Judges Comments 

I love this piece. It speaks of human fragility, of human strength.  

I’m particularly touched by the cold, white, elderly hands, and Father's 
complexion - ruddy from the cold.  

The beauty and subtlety of the treatment is mesmerizing: I find myself lost in the 
exquisite folds of the jacket. Father’s indescribable expression is of one who is 
simply doing what he’s done all his life and will continue doing until he can do no 
more. The figure has the weight of time. 

The composition, with strong simple shapes, is intriguing with large empty spaces 
- particularly the emptiness of the bottom space is a surprise that draws one into 
the painting.



SECOND PLACE 
Juliang Liao with "Southern 
Xinjiang Love and City 
Fireworks 1" 
40x50, Soft Pastel. 

Judges Comments 

What a composition! The masterful 
organisation of this crowded scene is 
breathtaking.  

First, the strong composition fanning out in a 
V - formed from the bottom by two reaching 
arms, with the men’s gazes directed to 
where the arms meet. This reminds me of 
Georges de la Tour’s (French 17c.) amazing 
‘Adoration of the Shepherds’ composition. 
And then, the fun of the whites playing 
strongly on neutral tones.  

This painting invites you to isolate the reds 
and the blues in turn, to see how elegantly 
each color is balanced in the scene.  

If you put your finger over the child, you’ll 
see how his presence enlivens a group that 
could otherwise be too harmonious. 

Such a piece requires excellent 
draftsmanship, and this one does not 
disappoint. 



THIRD PLACE 
Mary Greenacre, “Fragility 2” 
19x13, Soft Pastel 

Judges Comments 

It can be hard to find words for what is simple and perfectly effective. I’m instantly 
drawn in and touched by this beautiful face, seen as if through a fog.  

This painting shows a human presence with deep sensitivity.  

I’m intrigued by the unusual soft technique that manages to be so strong, by the 
subtle shift of cool to warm colours, and by the lovely, unusual portrait colours 
themselves.



HONOURABLE MENTION

Veronique du Boisrouvray with "Cabriolet" 

38x27, Soft Pastel


Judges Comments 

This painting brings hyper-realism to a new dimension. There’s something 
otherworldly about it.  

It’s hyper-realism with the subtlety and tones of Jean-Etienne Liotard’s (Swiss 
18thc.) portrait work.  

I’m drawn into the shapes of the dress and its finely rendered pattern, and by how 
the strong shadow of the hair defines the face’s contour.  

I love the pose and the figure’s immersed gaze into her book. This is beautifully 
done.



Sandra Burshell with "The tub" 

18x20, Soft Pastel


Judges Comments 

With this work the medium of pastel is at its 
peak of fun and expression.  

There is such joy in the treatment of this 
scene! Everything about it is dynamic. 
There’s a wonderful feel of light and 
shadow, with the figure looking towards an 
off-scene window that’s lighting the wall at 
her side, and the marvelous deep blues of 
the shadows.  

The shape of the tub, a difficult one to 
compose, is intelligently balanced by 
perpendicular shadow blocks.

HONOURABLE MENTION



Nancy Chen with "Determined" 

22x16, Soft Pastel


Judges Comments 

This portrait is very satisfying…something about how the light’s terminal line 
travels down through the head, and how satisfyingly the face and beard are 
sculpted by the light.  

It’s a beautiful portrait, with highly contrasted values and a rich contrast of warm 
and cool colors.  

The man’s deep character is sensitively portrayed.

HONOURABLE MENTION


